
Family

The Professional Baseball Life & Times 
of 

George W. Paynter (Paner)
(“the ball player”)

So we beat on, boats against the current, 

borne back ceaselessly into the past - 

The thing that connects us is love.
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My Grandfather, George W. Paynter (Paner), was on his own from about age 13 (1884), 
after his Father died at age 31. 1800s generations spelling of Paner varied, but in Germanic 
Cincinnati they likely sounded alike. Throughout his pro baseball playing he was Paynter.

He died when I was in the 4th Grade (1950). I only knew him from our one or two visits 
each year to see extended family in Cincinnati. I often heard - “ So you’re the Grandson of 
George Paner - the ball player”. Though his single game in the Major Leagues was 50+ 
years earlier “the ball player” title stuck due to his zest for playing more than 20 years, in 
and out of town, in very competitive pro and semi-pro leagues until age 42, and rooting for 
the beloved home town Reds all his life. Kevin Costner’s line in Field of Dreams - "I only 
knew him later, after life beat him down.", spoke of my Grandfather to me.

George Paynter’s baseball and life story is compelling:

• Strong semi-pro years, then briefly in minors at Lynchburg VA. (April, 1894)

•  “Cup of coffee” career single game in the National League (August 12, 1894) 

• Devastating Southern League game beaning ( August, 1896)

• Patient in the South’s first Hospital for the Insane in Tuscaloosa, AL (1896)

• Wife’s (my Grandmother) trip to gain his release and, teach him skills again 

• Losing George Jr at age 11,  in a gruesome homicide (1905)

• Playing another 15 years of very competitive pro / semi-pro baseball and loving the game 
a lifetime. (Played until about age 42 - Died in 1950 at age 79)

His lingering mental challenges from the beaning were not covered in the press. Whenever 
my Father’s classmates asked what my Grand father did for a living he’d say - "He's an ice 
man in the winter, and a coal man in the summer." - his way of getting beyond having a 
Father that did not / could not work conventionally to support the family - because the 
seasonal timing of these imaginary job descriptions meant - there would be no work.

When our American Legion team  clinched the 1957 National Championship in Billings 
Montana,  the first thing my Dad said during the on field celebration - "I sure wish your 
Grandfather could have been here to see you." I seemed just the right thing at the moment.
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I have purposely omitted most of the “sensational”  turn of the century press coverage of 
the death of George Paynter Jr. (my Uncle) at age 11 in 1905, and later trial. Too painful.

“Beauty” is a cast iron bank simile for the bond between my 
Dad, Grandfather and I. One day about 1909 when walking 
home, my Dad asked him to buy it. That day my Grandfather 
had a total of 10 cents to his name - and spent 5 of it to buy 
Beauty for his surviving Son. My Dad never forgot.

(1) I have not determined exact years he played for the 
Cincinnati Shamrocks, (2) how long for the Lynchburg Hill 
Climbers then his Major League 1894 game - (3) which teams / 

years he played before and after the Texas League folded in 1898. Press accounts of 
George Jr’s homicide death all mention his Father played for Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1905, 
but (4) the leading source for that Michigan baseball era found no minor league team; but 
perhaps a company team.

Release of 1896 Patient Record from the Alabama Hospital for the Insane (Bryce) require 
proof I have legal authority under HIPPA (for a deceased briefly registered patient 116 
years ago) Family story is that my the 20 year old Grandmother rode the L & N Railroad to 
secure his release, then home in Cincinnati retaught him to talk, write and eat with utensils. 
(5) I’ve found no press on her trip to Tuscaloosa bringing him home - but recovery with her 
tender love & care were widely covered in the local and national newspapers.

Other 1896 train ride articles mention that “scribes” led my Grandfather from the Mobile 
hospital to Tuscaloosa, which in the late 1890s meant newspaper sports writers. (6)  I do 
not know who they were, but assume any newspaper writer would submit an article on 
such an unusual sports event, that they actually participated. Nothing found yet.

"The past is not dead. Actually, it's not even past."
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Shamrocks was a venerable name for top semipro 
teams in Cincinnati, beginning in the early 1880’s, 
with an Irish name; run be Germans.

In 1883 the Shamrocks of Cincinnati, who played on the Reds’ grounds, usually when the 
major-league team was on the road, and gave the Reds 20% of the profit from their game. 
The Shamrocks  advertised itself as “Highest Salaried and Best Known semi-pro club in 
Cincinnati, playing the Highest Class Independents and League Clubs.”

The players of the Shamrock Club, of Cincinnati, which is a sort of annex lo the Cincinnati 
Association Club, nearly went into fits last week because they were docked 25 cents each for 
washing of uniforms. Their ire was excited by the fact that the President of the club, Mr. Stern, 
who also presides over the destinies of the Cincinnati Club, owns a laundry and charged the 
players ten cents apiece more than the heathen Chinese would have asked. Hence these tears. 
Small business for a club President, though.

Cincinnati Shamrocks, organized by Julius Fleischmann, President 
of Fleischmann Yeast Co, and Mayor of CIncinnati (1900 - 1905)

“Cincinnati Shamrocks Champions Amateurs Ohio Kentucky and 
Indiana 1884 1885 
1886 H.F. 
Baumgartner Manager 
Taken at Cincinnati’s 
League Park.” !

Sporting Life - August 11, 1891

The Shamrocks, under the management of
Tom Sullivan, will play Sunday exhibition
games at the East End grounds from now on until the 
close of the season. Later Kelly’s Killers site.   
Jesse‘s baseball skills were first noticed on the 
Cincinnati sandlots, where Tannehill starred for the 
Cincinnati Shamrocks. (1894)
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Sporting Life - Nov 17, 1891! !
The Maroons, a semi-professional club of Nashville, made a successful tour of the
South and kept awake the enthusiasm in the Rock City, which had been awakened by the
Knoxville Reds and Shamrocks of Cincinnati by their match games early in the season.

Sporting Life - September 14, 1892

The Cincinnati contingent, including Burke and Ryan, he calls the Four Shamrocks.
Sporting Life - March 25, 1893! ! ! !

CINCINNATI, March 31. The following is a list of the 
exhibition dates to be played this
spring by the (Reds) local club at home: April 9, Cincinnati 
Reds vs. Shamrocks.

Sporting Life - May 28, 1892

On Monday against the Cincinnati Shamrocks, Fitzgerald struck out twenty-four men and 
shut his opponents out without a hit or run. But three fouls were batted and the only man 

that hit the ball fair was thrown out from third to 
first base. !

Cincinnati Enquirer - September 19, 1893

The Reds and Shamrocks play to-morrow, and it 
will be their only meeting this season. Popular 
prices of twenty-five-cents will be the general 
admission; grand stand, seats. Many think the 
Shamrock can give the Reds a great and a good 
game many looked for.

Sporting Life - October 28, 1893

Killeen. has only been seen against a team of Southern and minor leaguers "The 
Shamrocks" and they jolted his assorted balls until the fences creaked under the 
bombardment. If he ever turns out to be a good one he will fool the talent. 
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Cincinnati Enquirer - October 16, 1893
The Shamrocks Administer Crushing Defeat To the 
Manhattans.
The usual Sunday crowd greeted the Shamrocks and 
the Manhattans at the Cincinnati Park, yesterday 
afternoon. Clingman pitched a wonderful game 
against the Manhattans and only one little hit was 
made off his delivery, and the Shamrock found no 
trouble in shutting out the boys from Riverside.  
[River Road, west of downtown]

Sporting Life - October 31, 1893! ! ! ! !

Killeen, the ex-New England pitcher, on trial with the Cincinnatis. was recently tried 
against the Shamrocks, a local club, and unmercifully pounded.

Sporting Life - March 13, 1894

Cincinnati, March 13. Editor 
"Sporting Life:" The approach of the 
base ball season is harbingered by 
signs of activity among the numerous 
small fry amateur teams in which this 
city abounds. Youthful Kellys and 
Lathams are beginning to brush over 
last season's uniforms (if they have 
any), and the whole constellations of "Stars" and menageries of "Lions" have renewed their 
existence, and the town fairly teems with ball players, big and little. At least 20 amateur 
teams have organized here during the past week. The Cincinnati Gym, the Y. M. C. A. and 
the Shamrocks, the crack amateur team of Ohio, have fallen into line, and every fine 

day dozens of these non-professionals may be seen "warming up" for the great season of 
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'94. The professionals have been at work too, and a daily contingent of these bread-winners 
visits the ball park for practice, and (foes not even disdain to mingle with the motley crowd 
in the adjacent ......

THB FIRST GAME. [League Park, Cincinnati - site of later Crosley Field]! !

Just one week from next Sunday, March 25, the first game of the year will be played at the 
Cincinnati Park between the Shamrocks and the Atlanta, Ga., team. Ted Sullivan's warriors 
will not, however, be allowed to play on the new diamond. Bancroft has two or three sky-
blue fits every time the subject of opening the new diamond is broached by some 
enterprising manager of a minor league team. “Banny” thinks, however, that it will be best 
to let the men play the final week of the spring series on that sacred spot, the new diamond, 

to accustom the men to playing with the sun in their 
faces. Bancroft has worked hard this winter, and his 
labors are almost ended. In two weeks everything 
will be in ship-shape, lumber cleared away, seats in 
place and everything ready for a grand opening. 
Bancroft's work has been well done, and' without 
his active efficient supervision the men, might have 
dawdled along through half the summer. He 
deserves the unstinted praise of every man who 
takes an interest in the park for the ability and skill 
he has shown. He undertook the work without the 
slightest previous experience, and mastered it in 

every detail by his indefatigable perseverance. He has done the work better than anyone 
else could have done, because no one else could take the pride in this faithful performance 
of his duties that conscientious “Banny” has done. [1894 was the first year of the new 
League Park, which then burned down in 1900.]

Cincinnati Enquirer - March 18, 1894! ! !

By this time next week the exhibition baseball will have opened. 
Sullivan's Atlanta team is billed to open the season here next. They will play at the 
Cincinnati Park, but they will not go against the Reds. Their opponents will be the 
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Shamrocks, the crack semi-professional team of 
Cincinnati.

Sporting Life - March 20, 1894

Ted Sullivan, whose (Atlanta) team is largely made up of 
Cincinnati boys, will play three games here with the 
Shamrocks and Manhattans, beginning Saturday.

Cincinnati Enquirer - August 6, 1894

There was a large attendance at the Cincinnati Park 
yesterday afternoon. The initial game of the series 
between the Shamrocks and Manhattans for the 
championship of Cincinnati and $100 a side drew out 
between 4,000 and 5,000 people. Unfortunately the game 

wound up in disorder before the nine innings were played.

Lynchburg News - May 12, 1894

Lynchburg Hill Climbers, start-up team in in the Virginia League have 
signed George Paynter for Second Base. [This was about one month into the 1894 season. 
There had been no professional baseball in Lynchburg for 10 years until a Sports Writer 
began promoting the idea. The team undertook no Spring Training and the record showed. 
[I believe Paynter departed by June 19th when team turnover reached 31 players and 2 
Managers - Record: 4 wins / 16 losses]

From playing for the “first-class” Cincinnati Shamrocks this Lynchburg team turmoil of 49 
players on a roster of only 10 must have been chaotic.

Sporting life - October 8, 1894 The Reds' barnstorming trip ends next Sunday, when they 
play the Shamrocks at League Park. The 
amateurs are a strong lot of players and 
will try to lower the colors of the 
Leaguers.

Cincinnati Enquirer - August 13, 1894
A “Cup of Coffee” single big league game

Paynter, a Cincinnati boy, formerly 
second baseman with the Shamrocks played center field for the Browns yesterday and 
did well. He did not get a hit but caught a hard fly and made two assists. One of his 
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assists, a long throw to third was a beauty. A large delegation of Paynter’s friends held 
down seats in left field and gave him numerous rounds of applause.

[This St Louis National League club adopted the name “Cardinals”  after ownership 
changed in the early 1900s - based upon the cardinal red color in uniforms - not the birds.]

Washington Post - August 13, 1894!

Cincinnati] played as if afflicted with "that 
tired feeling" to-day, and the St. Louis players, 
although badly crippled, won without special effort.  George Paynter, a member of the 
Cincinnati Tribune (?) team, played center field for the visitors, and may be signed.

[Paynter’s services were needed because Breitenstein (CF) was due to pitch Sunday.]
Attendance was 3,620, the smallest Cincinnati Reds Sunday crowd of the year. The game 
was played between showers. It rained rather heavily several times and once Miller (Red’s 
Manager) insisted on the game being called. 
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Sporting Life, August 18, 1894 [Sunday]  

George Paynter, a Cincinnati amateur, is being 
given a trial and may possibly be taken along on 
the Eastern trip. [He was not]

Sporting Life -November 10, 1895

Cincinnati, Nov. 10. A telegram from St. Louis 
yesterday announced the death of Harry 
Baumgartner, who dropped dead in that city at 5 
o'clock. Before Baumgartner
went to St. Louis he was a resident of Cincinnati, 
and was one of the prime movers 'in

organizing the famous Shamrocks. This 
was one of the first base ball clubs to 
make the trip South. Baumgartner 
brought out any number of now 
prominent professional ball players who 
played with the Shamrocks. Several 
years ago the deceased went to St. 
Louis, where he managed up till his 

death.
[Likely he knew and recommended Paynter to St Louis for the game and tryout]

Site of League Park
  (1884 - 1901)
! ! !
  League Park II
 (1902 - 1911)   

Redland &  Crosley
 (1912 - 1970)

10



George PaynterGeorge Paynter
OutfielderOutfielder

Born: July 6, 1871
Cincinnati, Ohio

Born: July 6, 1871
Cincinnati, Ohio

Died: September 28, 1950 (aged 79)
Cincinnati, Ohio

Died: September 28, 1950 (aged 79)
Cincinnati, Ohio

Batted: Right Threw: Right
MLB debutMLB debut

August 12, 1894 for the St. Louis BrownsAugust 12, 1894 for the St. Louis Browns
Last MLB appearanceLast MLB appearance

August 12, 1894 for the St. Louis BrownsAugust 12, 1894 for the St. Louis Browns
Career statisticsCareer statistics

Games played 1
At bats 4

Hits 0
TeamsTeams

• St. Louis Browns (1894)• St. Louis Browns (1894)

December 27, 1895 - Cincinnati Post

Paynter is likely to be found on the field of Lefty Marr’s team at 
Portsmouth in the VIrginia League. He also has an offer from Topeka. (KS)

11

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outfielder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outfielder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1894_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1894_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1894_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1894_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Games_played
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Games_played
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/At_bat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/At_bat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hit_(baseball)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hit_(baseball)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals


Sporting Life  - January 1, 1896

George Paynter. who made a reputation for himself as second baseman for the 
"Tribunes," of this city (Cincinnati), has had a number of good offers, but will probably go 
with Charles "Lefty" Marr’s team in the Virginia League. [Portsmouth] He is a good man.

Sporting News - February 18, 1896
George Paynter has been recommended to Mobile as a first-class second baseman for that 
club.

Cincinnati Enquirer - March 21, 1896

George Paynter Will Sign With Mobile! !

Cincinnati Enquirer - March 26, 1896

Amateurs- Contracts for the Cumminsville team were received last night and were 
approved. Manager Lang has singed a number of first-class players. Geo. Paynter. [Must 
have not played - see Mobile signing above & below]

Sporting Life - March 23, 1896

Cincinnati during the week contributed George Paynter to Mobile.

Sporting Life - March 24, 1896
! ! ! ! !

MOBILE  MOVING.
The Club Organized at Last 
Mobile. Ala , March 24.—Editor "Sporting Life:" 

Thanks to the liberality of Messrs.Wilson and Mueller, the Mobile Club has been
successfully organized, The former offered gummy at Monroe Park and the latter donated 
$400. At a meeting of all of the subscribers the following officers were elected: Mr. Mavis
Burns, president: George Garner. vice president; B.V. O’Connor, secretary; O. Schafer, 
treasurer. The directors are J. L. Mueller, K. Posey, F. C. Cox and J. H. Wilson. 
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The opening of Monroe Park in 1896 was a major 
event. The first water front recreation center played 
host to concerts, theatrical performances and 
baseball games called the"Coney Island of the 
South", created by the new Traction Company to 
increase ridership.

Cincinnati Enquirer - April 5, 1896

The handicap game between the Moblles and Reds to-day ought to be close and exciting. 
The Reds take on a handicap of four put outs to Mobile's three to an Inning, and those who 
witness the game wilt appreciate more fully the odds the home team have against them. 
The Mobiles have several popular local [Cincinnati] players on their team. [Paynter]

Sporting Life - April 7, 1896

MOBILE'S MEN.
Charlie Cushman Chosen to Select and Handle Them.

Mobile, Ala., April 7.—Editor "Sporting Life:"
After considerable trouble the local club succeeded in securing the famous ex-Milwaukee
manager, Charlie Cushman, as manager of the local team. Mr. Cushman's engagement was 
made by wire, and he left at once for Cincinnati, there to organize his team. The players so 
far signed are: Jake Godar, third base; Paynter. second base; Wisemnn, centre field; 
'Carrol 1, first base, Welch, right field; Kirton, left field; Wright and Latimer, catcher

Sporting Life - 1896

ABOUT THE TEAM.
President. Burns is working tooth and nail to get a team together, so as to lie in readiness
for the opening on April 10. He has been dickering with big Bill Brown, of San Francisco,
regarding the man:iguncnt. but has now decided to offer the management of the club to Joe 
Soinmers, a well-known ex-Cincinnati player. Among the players who will be offered 
contracts by wire are Doc Wiseman, George Paynter. pitcher, Shorty Brewer and Ed 
Schroeder. all of Cincinnati.

Sporting Life - May 18, 1896! !

CUSHMAN OUT.
Pitcher Wittrock Succeeds Him as Mobile's Manager.
Mobile, Ala., May 18.— President Burns on Saturday night 
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released Manager Cushman. This was done not because there has been any fault to find 
with his work in handling the team but simply because the directors of the club thought that 
a manager who is not a player was too expensive a luxury for them to indulge in.

There is no doubt that Manager Cushman has had the success of the team at heart ever 
since he took them in charge, and that he knows how to handle a team is evidenced by
the improved playing of the team since their return home. Manager Cushrnan has made a 
number of friends during his short stay in the city, and they will join in the wish that he
may do well wherever he casts his lot. William Wittrock has been appointed manager
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the release of Manager Cushman. and there is no doubt 
that the team will do. well under his management.

This will be his first .attempt at management, but he is an old player and is quite popular
with the players, and the public, and will receive the hearty encouragement of all those interested 
in the game.

Sporting Life - July 6, 1896! ! ! !
MOBILE MOVES.
Pitcher Halm Released and Roach Secured.

Pitcher Frank Hahn, who was fined $25 and suspended 
indefinitely by Manager Hines, of the Mobile team, was paid off last week by President 
Burns, less the fine, and left for his home in Nashville. Hahn was disciplined for sulking 
and getting the swell-head. He claimed he was overworked, when the records show that be 
has pitched but 11 games out of 53.
The Birmingham "News" says: "Hines, manager of the Mobiles, displays poor taste by 
censuring bis players publicly when be thinks they have made a mistake of judgment. He 
should be old enough to know better." Grandpa had better take warning by the fate of 
Cusbman. That is just what got the patrons of the game down on Cushman. The dressing 
room is the place to discipline players, and not the diamond. A player who is reprimanded 
on the diamond in the presence of the grand stand is not to blamed if he thereupon ceases 
to put forth his best efforts to win the game.
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Montgomery Register - August 8, 1896!! !

Paynter Injured [Wednesday August 5, 1896 
game in Montgomery, Alabama]

It was learned yesterday that in the last game between Mobile and Montgomery on 
Wednesday afternoon that George Paynter, the popular second-baseman of the Mobile 
team was very badly injured being spiked and hurt about the head.  Mr Berry Holt wired 
President Burns on Thursday that Paynter was not able to travel home and President Burns 
wired back to put him in the infirmary and give him the best medical attention.

It was at first thought that Paynter was seriously injured but his attending physician, Dr 
Hill wrote President Burns yesterday that he will be all right in a few days. This will be 
gratifying news to the many friends of this conscientious and popular player.

The Daily Register (Mobile, AL) - August 12, 1896!

Paynter’s Condition

George Paynter, the popular 
second baseman of the Mobile team who was hit in the head by a 
pitched ball in the last game played with Montgomery was brought 
home from that place on Thursday afternoon by Mr F. W. Heimetag, 
who was sent after him by President Burns. He is now suffering from 
brain fever caused by the reaction, his first symptoms being of 
concussion of the brain.    !
His condition is such as to give his friends, but last night he was 
reported to be resting easier. It will two or three days before his 
physician will be able to give an opinion as to the outcome of the 
accident.

The Daily Register (Mobile, AL) - August 16, 1896!

From Paynter’s physician (H. T. Inge) it is learned he is improving 
nicely. [Wrong completely. This misdiagnosing Mobile Doctor went 
on to have a distinguished career in Alabama medicine]

[George Paynter circa 1930 @ age 52 (Spelled Paner by this time) 
with his 3 fond items: baseball, glove and stogie.]
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Later photo of pitcher who beaned George Paynter - Will Kellum, who in 
1901 started the first American League game for the Boston Red Sox - a 
legitimate baseball trivia question. In his first year with Boston he hit Hal 
Chase 3 times in one game - still a record.

Baseball in Cincinnati
This 1907 “updated” edition contains nothing 

on the Shamrocks or George Paynter - but does focus on the 
game’s excitement in Cincinnati during these years - driven by 
both the Reds and local teams.

Mr David Ball , the recognized local authority focused on 
amateur / semi-pro 1890s baseball in Cincinnati died two years 
ago. His records apparently did not contain details that would 
have detailed George Paynter’s local baseball career before and 
after playing in the major and minor leagues.

Daily Register: Mobile - August 18, 1896!

PAYNTER’S CONDITION! ! !

Paynter, the injured second baseman of the Mobile team, was removed yesterday from the 
boarding-house to a ward in the city hospital. He is 
suffering from temporary insanity caused by a blood clot 
on the brain. He is receiving the best attention and his 
physician Dr. H. T. Inge, has hopes of his 
recovery.!!
The benefit game to be played Friday evening for the 

popular second baseman should attract a large crowd. No more conscientious or 
gentlemanly ball player ever played ball in Mobile than George Paynter, and his many 
friends and admirers are working hard to make it a success.
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Hit By Pitched Ball - By Kellum, Paynter
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The Daily Register: Mobile - August 21, 1896

GEORGE PAYNTER BENEFIT

There will be a game this afternoon between well-
known amateur teams.

The many friends of the popular baseman of the 
Mobile team, George Paynter have been working 
hard during the past week getting up a benefit for the 
deserving player, and they have been much 
encouraged. There have been  a number of tickets sold, and those who have not bought 
tickets for the game should do so today, whether they attend or not.

Paynter was one of the best-liked men on the team, as he was one of the finest players and 
even those who have been going to see the game for nothing should plunk down 25 cents 
for the game.

The Young Mens Gymnasium and Y.M.C.A. teams will play, and they are two of the best 
amateur clubs in the city.

The Daily 
Register: Mobile - 
August 22, 1896
PAYNTER”S 
BENEFIT

A GOOD 
CROWD TO 
WITNESS THE 
GAME

There was a game 
of amateur ball 
played at Monroe Park yesterday afternoon between the Sodality and Y.M.C.A. for the 
benefit of George Paynter , the clever and popular second basemen of the late Mobile 
team, who was so seriously hurt in Montgomery just before the close of 
the.season.! ! ! ! ! ! ! The benefit was a success so that it 
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does not make much difference what sort 
of ball playing was done. It was not of the 
guilt edge order, but as the boys were 
giving their services free of charge it 
would not be fair to criticize them too 
severely. 

Sporting Life - September 10, 1896

MOBILE MEMS.
Already Laying Plans For the Next Campaign.
Mobile, Ala., Sept. 14.—Editor "Sporting Life:"
Things are moving along satisfactorily with us, and in all likelihood there will be some 
good news to divulge shortly. Last year we signed our team on three weeks' notice. We 
won't have to do that this year. We are not clamoring for pennant winners and don't claim 
that we will have them, but we are going to have a team that will make anything else in the 
League hustle, arid perhaps get the best of the hustling.
The club owners are watching several fine youngsters, and will probably laud one or two of
them. We want lively boys who will play the game with snap and vim. Mobile is a good 
ball town, and the management will leave no stone unturned to secure us good a team us is 
possible without breaking the salary limit. We held to the limit this season and found that it 
paid in the long run. [Mobile did not have a 1897 team - and the Southern League folded]

Sporting Life - September 10, 1896

A Player Becomes "Insane.

Montgomery, Ala., Sept. 10.—George Paynter, second 
baseman of the Mobile, Southern League, was taken to the insane asylum at Tuscaloosa to-
day insane. In a game here several weeks ago Paynter, who was batting, was struck in the 
temple by a swift ball from pitcher Kellum. From the effects of the blow he has gradually 
developed insanity.

Cincinnati Enquirer - September 10, 1896

Paynter, a Cincinnati Ball Player, A Maniac
! ! ! ! !
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Washington Post - September 10, 1896
 
Montgomery, Ala., 
Sept. 9.- George Paynter, second baseman of the Mobile 
Southern League team, passed through here to-day en route to 
the insane asylum, at Tuscaloosa.  He is a raving maniac.  Two 
months ago his team was playing here, and Paynter was at 
bat, when one of Williams' fast balls struck him in the temple.  
He has been laid up since, and his brain tissues have gradually 
given away until now he is regarded as an incurable maniac. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! September 12, 1896

The Mobile correspondent who sent George Paynter to the Tuscaloosa Insane Asylum 
made a mistake.  Paynter is at his home in Camp Washington, and while far from being a 
raving maniac, he is still mentally suffering from the effects from that blow on the head.

The Cincinnati Post - September 17, 1896

Will be played between Southern and Virginia League for the benefit of George Paynter , 
who was hurt so badly in Montgomery. Frank Behle and Will Ransom have charge of the 
affair, and a score of amateur managers will assist. Before the regular game there will be a 
3 inning burlesque presented by Living Pictures and Liberty Bells will all appear in 
character costumes.

 The Cincinnati Post - September 18, 1896

In the game for the benefit of George Paynter. Tiny Phillips has promised to umpire the 
three-inning burlesque game in which the Living Pictures and Liberty Bells will take part 
at League Park early in October. Tiny is the star of the newsboys

      ! ! ! ! ! September 19, 1896!  

George Paynter’s  injury gradually developed into a violent species of insanity.  After two 
weeks of care from the doctors the unfortunate young man was pronounced incurable and 
he has been placed in the custody of an asylum for the insane.  Nothing but a surgical 
operation has any chance of bringing him back to a realization of life, and even such a 
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course would not assure proper relief.!

!

September 21, 1896 - Cincinnati Post

One week from Saturday next the benefit arranged for George Paynter takes place at 
League Park. Teams picked from Virginia and Southern Leagues have volunteered  to play 
in the benefit for the Cincinnati boy, who while playing for Mobile was beaned. The later is 
then booked for a 3 game set at Washington C H. Also 3 innings of burlesque by the  
Liberty Bells and Living Pictures. Hanauer’s fat boy will pitch for the Pictures. He will be 
costumed as .. cupid and before the ..

Cincinnati Post - September 24, 1896! !

Once more the CIncinnati boys who played in the 
Southern League are mingling with their home 
friends. John Goldar, who was one of the latest of Mobiles Managers, tells an interesting 
story of the distressing accident which disabled George Paynter. “It occurred at 
Montgomery”, Goldar said. “Kellum had very little speed on the ball that hit Paynter” was 
not a swift one but it struck in in a vulnerable spot. Paynter was not hurt so much at the 
time ....

Sporting Life - September 26, 1896 
George Paynter, late of the Mobile team, reported as having 
become insane from a blow on the head by a pitched ball, is 
not so badly off. He has quite recovered from the accident, 
and only occasionally suffers brief lapses

Cincinnati Post - October 2, 1896

FOR SWEET CHARITY

The Carnival of Comedy will perform for Geo. Paynter’s 
Benefit on Sunday
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Out at League Park on Saturday afternoon the sweet spirit of charity .... crazed by a blow 
on the head - a wild pitch. Before this contest a burlesque game will be played between the 
Liberty Bells a and Living Pictures. These celebrities are to appear in costume, “Ducky” 
Weis, the Ringling clown ...

Cincinnati Post - October 3, 1896

Frank Behle and Will Ranson have been directing the benefit for George Paynter, have 
issued a note of thanks to those who have aided them so generously. The burlesque 
commences at 2:30 o’clock Saturday afternoon. Through the kindness of Ashley Lloyd and 
the Cincinnati management the ball park was donated free. A snug p.. the star of the 
Newsboys have volunteered their services and will umpire the three-inning farce between 
the Liberty Bells and Living Pictures. If the weather is favorable there will be a large 
crowd in attendance, no doubt. 

         Cincinnati Enquirer - October 4, 1896

GEORGE PAYNTER'S [Cincinnati] Benefit Game a Grand Success. Organized by Mr 
Frank Behle, Paynter’s former Shamrock Manager and who was recently appointed Reds 
Business Manager. Held at League Park on Saturday, October 3, 1896, between players 
from the Southern League and Virginia League. The Carnival of Comedy  . . . . 

Columbus (GA) Daily Enquirer - October 4, 1896     

Recent reports published in the 
Cincinnati papers lead his friends in this city to believe that 
George Paynter is not improving as rapidly as they wish but is 
seems that these reports are exaggerated, for a letter from Mrs. 
Paynter to a friend in this city conveys the gratifying 
intelligence that her husband has almost entirely recovered from 
the effects of  his injury.
[Columbus GA had a team in the Southern League for most of 
the season. The Southern League was down to four teams in 
August, so adjusted the playing dates, completed the remaining 
games and closed early.]
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             PAYNTER'S   RECOVERY

The Mobile Player Has Regained His 
Faculties.

Cincinnati. Nov. 3.—Two months of good treatment since his return 
home have served to improve George Paynter, the second baseman of the Mobile Club, 
wonderfully, and the lad whom Alabama scribes sent to the Tuscaloosa Asylum a mental 
wreck is looking bettor than he ever did in his life. The blood clot on [his] big brain has 
yielded to nature's remedies. Rest has done more for him than surgeons could do. The 
accident took from him the power of speech and there are some words now that he finds 
trouble In mastering. "I went to my knees," said he, "after that slow ball of Kellum's hit me 
in the head, but I was able to play two more innings, when I had to retire on account of an 
injury at second base, where I was spiked. If the sun does not affect me. I expect to be able 
to get back into the game in the spring; if not I'll have to stick to my old trade.”

Captain of the Mobiles? This is the only newspaper mention I found.

Columbus [GA] Daily Enquirer! November 20, 1896

HE IS GETTING WELL
Encouraging News from George Paynter, a Well Known 
Base Ballist.

 
Many of our people will remember George Paynter, who played with the Mobile team last 
season, and who was hit by a ball causing him to lose his mind.  He was sent where he 
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could receive good treatment, and is now on a fair road to 
recovery.! ! !

The Mobile Register 

Mr. Paynter and his misfortune:

Mr. D.P. Burns, of this city, has received a letter from George Paynter, the unfortunate 
second baseman of the Mobile team, who was hurt so badly by a pitched ball last season, in 
which Paynter says that he writes to him just to show him that he is learning to write again.  
He says that he is improving slowly and sends his best regards to all his friends.  It will be 
remembered that Paynter forgot how to read and write after the blow on the head, and at 
times had great difficulty in articulating while talking.  His is certainly a most remarkable 
case.  His address is 3563 Coleraine Avenue, Cincinnati.

Sporting Life - December 19, 1896

George Paynter, the second baseman whom was put out of the game by being hit with
a pitched ball at Mobile, last season, has entirely recovered from his injury and probably
will play with Mobile again next season—provided, of course, that Mobile has a club.
(They did not)

Sporting Life - January 12, 1897

Geo. Paynter in a letter to President Burns says he is ail right again, He is working in a
Cincinnati [meat] packing house and says he will play the game of his life next season.
Sporting Life - Jan 23, 1897

George Paynter, the local player who was almost put out of the business last year by
being hit in the head by a pitched ball, has received notice from Mobile that he will
be played there again the coming year. [ Mobile placed him on their reserve list]

Cincinnati Enquirer - March 16, 1897

There is an important letter for George Paynter, the ball player, at 
this office.
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Sporting Life - March 16, 1897

George Paynter. who was last year with Mobile, has been 
notified by the management of that team to “get in out of the 
wet”. [This is probably what the above letter was about]
[The 1890s saying that "get in out of the wet" meant to get/fall in line and, specifically in a 
baseball context, it meant that a player needed to come to terms and sign their contract. At 
the end of 1896 Mobile put him on their reserve list for the 1897 season.  Which meant he 
must play with Mobile at whatever terms they set in 1897, unless Mobile released or traded 
him.  If he refused and Mobile still wanted him they would place him on the 'blacklist", 
which meant he could not play on any team in a league in organized baseball (i.e., that 
signed The National Agreement).  He could play with some team outside organized 
baseball until Mobile took him off the reserve list.  With his serious injury and despite the 
team’s pre-season bravado, Mobile did not field a team in 1897.]  

Cincinnati Enquirer - April 2, 1897

There are letters in THE ENQUIRER office for Dave Richards, Danny Rewan, King Tutty, 
Eddie Gardner, Oscar Gardner, Fergle Sullivan, Spider Kelly, Jack Beebe, Charley Burns, 
Mike Conley, Bobby Bowers, Jess Tannehill, J. B. Fuller, Frank Neal, Harry Vaughn, 
George Paynter, John Tracey, Paul Hall, George Stout and "Punch"...

Cincinnati Enquirer - April 22, 1897! !

That clever second baseman, George Paynter, is still without an engagement. No minor 
league team would make a mistake in signing this player. His work in the Southern League 
more than pleased the Mobile team. But for the that this league disbanded Paynter would 
still be with them. Its can be addressed care of this office.

Cincinnati Post  - August 23, 1897! ! ! !

THREE WERE HURT
In an early Sunday fight in a Camp Washington Saloon

Early Sunday morning during a fight in Butch Miller’s Saloon in Camp Washington, 
George Paynter, a ball player was roughly handled, Artie Fox and a man named Bradley 
were also hurt. The police heard of the affair too late to make arrests.
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Enquirer - August 23, 1897!

FREE FIGHT
In Camp Washington Results in Several Sore Heads.    
"Butch" Miller's Saloon in Camp Washington was the scene of a desperate free-for-all fight 
early yesterday morning, in which several participants were badly beaten. On Saturday 
evening Fred Ruhlmann. Who keeps a saloon at Arlington and Colerain avenues, gave an 
opening, and beer flowed freely. The place was well filled with a lot...

[It is now unclear if Paynter played ball this season outside of Cincinnati, Due to the timing 
he could have been back home in late August - or not have left town at all.]
Sporting Life - March 18, 1898 ! ! ! !

FORT WORTH FACTS.
Manager Ward Now an Alderman—The Team's Composition.
Ft. Worth, Tex.. March 18. Editor "Sporting Life:" 
Your correspondent has been endeavoring to give you something in the way of base bail
Dews from Ft. Worth for the past three weeks, but has had several difficulties to contend 
with in obtaining information as to the team for the coming season. To start with. Manager 
Ward has been, dabbling in politics, having been a candidate for alderman in his ward, and 
as there was quite a fight made on the genial manager he was kept busy watching his 
fences, and didn’t have much time to talk base ball. He came out of the primaries with 99 
majority over his opponent, and will be the next alderman from the First Ward.

San Antonio Light - March 14, 1897

All arrangements for the Denison-Sherman team have been complete and Pete Weekbecker 
has begun signing his players. He is after  Paynter, with Mobile last season, second base.

San Antonio Light - March 27, 1898! ! !

While [Ed] Henneck was in Cincinnati, he met George Paynter and recommended him to 
Mr. Welton for the Broncos.  Paynter is a good man would would like to come to San 
Antonio.
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Sporting Life - April 2, 1898

The Texas League season opens April 9. Ft Worth Manager Ward has released second 
baseman Wright.

Sporting Life - April 4, 1898

Ft. Worth [Panthers] has signed George Paynter, a second 
baseman, hailing from Cincinnati. [He appears in no box score 
for the month long shortened season]

[The team derived its name from a Dallas newspaper criticizing crime in the region and 
saying that the Ft Worth main drag was "the noonday lair of the panther.]

Sporting Life - May 7, 1898

Two Clubs Drop Out of the Texas League.

At a special meeting of the Texas League, held at Dallas, April 30, the Fort Worth Club 
withdrew, owing to heavy losses. In order to balance the circuit Dallas also dropped out, 
leaving the Southern clubs, Houston, Galveston. Austin and San Antonio, to fight it out. 
The war scare [Spanish - American] has seriously affected the attendance, and it is a 
question whether the reorganized league can long maintain itself. (It folded late May] “The 
state was just not interested in baseball when the troops were mobilizing.”

Note: Ft Worth was 9 - 10 at the end of one month of play when they dropped out.
Sporting Life - May 14, 1898! ! ! !

TEXAS LEAGUE.

The Organization Going On Upon a Four-Club Basis.

The Texas League is now going on with four clubs, but is still in a shaky condition, owing 
to the [Spanish - American] war. The conflict being so near Texas has diverted attention 
and interest from base ball to such an extent that comparatively all games are played to 
empty benches.
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Cincinnati Enquirer - March 5, 1902

Although there are more minor leagues in line this year than ever before 
in the history of the game all the Porkopolitan talent has not yet been absorbed. George 

Paynter, second baseman: Johnny Heilman, shortstop, and Ed third baseman, are at liberty. 
There is three fourths of an infield for any team that has vacancies.  

Cincinnati Post - October 20, 1902!

Sergt. Brinkmann and Officers Pottebaum and Nimmo raided George Paynter’s saloon on 
Colerain Ave Sunday where they observed the ball players ? and Schmidt were rolling 
dice. The players tried to escape through the windows. The police seized the dice and 
money.  Paynter was dismissed in Police Court Monday while the others were fined the 
costs.

Paynter Family Tragedy in Cincinnati

Cincinnati Enquirer - August 5,  
1905 !! ! !
Daring Driver To Run Over Him And Was Killed Beneath the 
Wagon's Wheels--Sad End of George Paynter's Son.
Laughingly daring the driver of a wagon to drive over in a 
spirit of boyish 
bravado. George 
Paynter. (Jr.) 
aged 11, sat in a 
driveway on 
Spring Grove 
avenue near 
Straight Street, 
yesterday 
afternoon until a 
heavy wagon loaded with salt struck him and crashed him to 
death beneath its wheels.

Sophia & George Paner

        circa 1935

28



August 12, 1905

EYEWITNESS
To Killing of Paynter Boy Gave Wrong Address and 
Cannot Be Located--Inquest Begun.

An eyewitness to the accident which caused the death of 
little George Paynter, Jr., the eleven-year-old son of ball-
player George Paynter, of 2716 Spring Grove avenue, 
who was crushed to death by a wagon at the entrance to 
the driveway of the Desmond & Ryan soap works, is 
missing and cannot be located by Coroner Cameron.

George Paynter is the Son of George Paynter Sr., a well-
known professional ball player now connected with the Ann Arbor club. Paynter arrived in 
Cincinnati a few days ago to spend a short vacation with the family. He was not far away 
when the boy was killed. The dead boy was a baseball fan, because his father is a 
ballplayer, and the last word of the father to the child when he sent him on an errand, was a 
promise to take him to the next game to see the Reds.

[1905 Mid West baseball was very competitive, and business frequently hired quality 
players for their teams. Since Paynter had played minor and National League, even at 33, 
he would have been the type of player an Ann Arbor company team might hire. There is no 
listing in the Ann Arbor directories for Paynter. Press coverage shows a number of semi-
pro, town and business teams, but rarely any position player named.

There was a strong Cincinnati to Ann Arbor player and management pipeline throughout 
this era.

! ! ! ! George & Sophia Paner circa 1948! ! !
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This is 4th in the series:

Prepared by: Jerry Paner
[With much appreciated help]

August 14, 2013

! Third in the series
 - ! !   10
! Commemorative 
! ! Bats

! ! 2012

! ! ! !

Following is the 2013 media coverage of the search to document George Paynter’s 
professional baseball career and life.

Paner
Family
Baseball
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! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Date: June 15, 2013 8:31:07 AM EDT

"Many baseball fans are familiar with the term "a cup of 
coffee" as in "he had a cup of coffee in the big leagues" a phrase which 
describes a player that spent a very short time on a Major League roster who 
spent most of their career playing on the minor league level. The popular 
website baseball-reference.com narrows the term further, defining it as a 
batter or a pitcher who has appeared in exactly one game. There are 984 
fielders and or batters and 519 pitchers of this kind according to baseball-
reference.com, and the other night, just for fun, I took a peek at some of the 
names - much to my surprise, some of them were recognizable."

http://www.baseball-reference.com/friv/coffee.shtml
George Paynter (#671)

  
Good to the last drop

Last week, the Guardian's latest jump into baseball lore via statistics brought 
us to the topic of "cups of coffee", which baseball-reference.com narrowly 
defines as any player who has suited up and appeared in one single game 
(or even less) in their career. This week we received an email from a 
descendant of one of those players, and because we love reader feedback, 
in addition to good baseball stories, we thought it would be fun to share:

My Grandfather (George Washington Paynter (Paner) was listed as #671 [he 
is currently back to 672 - someone may have made a debut recently and not 
had his second at-bat yet] on the link to the research site.

Likely he is the only player listed who played his initial professional baseball 
game in the major leagues (1894) - then went on to the minors the following 
season for about 10 years.
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In 1896 he was injured by a beaning in Mobile, AL so severely that he 
gradually "lost his mind" over the next few weeks and was admitted to the 
first insane hospital in the South (Tuscaloosa, AL)

His new 19 year old bride (my Grandmother) rode the L&N [Louisville and 
Nashville] Railroad to secure his release and brought him back home to 
Cincinnati where she re-taught him to talk, read and eat with utensils - then 
he went back for about another seven years in the minors.

Jerry Paner
Midlothian, VA

A big thanks to Jerry for writing in and providing us with the details on a 
player who we would likely never known a single thing about - for me at 
least, these types of stories are at the very heart of the Grand Old Game.

This Day in History - August 12 1894
   

Cincinnati Sports Journal  •  Society For Cincinnati Sports Research  •  
Contact Us

Cincinnati Reds III
 
1894 - At League Park, the Reds lose to the banged up Browns by a 
score of 12-5. George Paynter, a local product and former Cincinnati 
Shamrock, was given a trial with St. Louis due to the injured lineup. 
Despite making several splendid plays on defense, the local ballist 
went 0-4 at the bat. His major league debut was also his swan song. It 
would be the only major league game Paynter would appear in.
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http://www.thisgameofgames.com/blog.html

George Paynter's Cup of Coffee
06/20/2013
0 Comments

[Cincinnati] played as if afflicted with "that tired feeling" to-day, and the St. 
Louis players, although badly crippled, won without special effort.  George 
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Paynter, a member of the Cincinnati Tribune team, played center field for the 
visitors, and may be signed.

-Washington Post, August 13, 1896
George Paynter, a Cincinnati amateur, is being given a trial and 
may possibly be taken along on the Eastern trip.

-Sporting Life, August 18, 1896

I got a couple of emails this week from friend of the blog Jerry Paner, who 
was kind enough to send along some links to a couple of articles in The 
Guardian (of all places) that mentioned his grandfather, George Paynter.  
The first article had a piece on players who only had a cup of coffee in the 
big leagues while the second had Jerry's response, giving some details 
about the rather unique career of his grandfather. 

George Washington Paynter appeared in one game with the St. Louis 
Browns, on August 12, 1896, versus Cincinnati.  The box score of that game 
appears above.  The really interesting thing about Paynter's career is that he 
suffered a terrible beaning in 1896 and was actually institutionalized for a 
short period due to the effects of the incident.   
George Paynter, second baseman of the Mobile, Southern League, team 
was taken to the insane asylum at Tuscaloosa to-day insane.  In a game 
here several weeks ago Paynter, who was batting, was struck in the 
temple by a swift ball from pitcher [Win] Kellum.  From the effects of the blow 
he has
gradually developed insanity.

-Sporting LIfe, September 19, 1896
George Paynter, late of the Mobile team, reported as having become 
insane from a blow on the head by a pitched ball, is not so badly off.  He 
has quite recovered from the accident and only occasionally suffers 
brief lapses of memory.

-Sporting Life, September 26, 1896
George Paynter, the second baseman who was put out of the game by 
being hit with a pitched ball at Mobile last season, has entirely recovered 
from
his injury and probably will play with Mobile next season-provided, of course, 
that Mobile has a club.
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-Sporting LIfe, December 19, 1896
Fortunately, George Paynter did recover and appears to have continued his 
baseball career through 1898.  But it was a very serious injury and Jerry has 
told me that his grandfather carried the effects of it for the rest of his life.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank Jerry for passing along the links and 
for all of the information and stories that he's shared with me about his 
grandfather.  I honestly wouldn't know anything about George Paynter and 
his brief career with the Browns if it wasn't for Jerry.  All of the time and effort 
that he's put in to keep his grandfather's legacy alive is just fantastic. 
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